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You have worked in libraries for two decades. What is
your library story? Why do you love libraries and how did
you wind up in this field?
Surprisingly, I don’t have a library origin story. My mom always
took us to the library as kids, but I never thought about it as a
career. I worked several jobs after college: insurance regulation,
legal research, and construction law office, before deciding to go
back to graduate school. One of my favorite professors at John
Carroll University suggested I go to graduate school for Library
Science. He described it as a vocation and worthy purpose in
life. Luckily, I had enough trust in him to take his advice blindly
and applied for the MLIS program at KSU that same week.
During and after graduate school, I had positions in special and
academic libraries. When I started working as a substitute at
Cuyahoga County Public Library, I knew I had found my place
in public libraries. I loved the interaction with the public and
the element of surprise with each reference question. As I
grew in my career, I came to truly value the public library as an
essential institution in our communities.
My favorite library quote is “There is no problem that a library
card can’t solve” by Eleanor Brown.
You served as the Interim Director since August 2021.
How was the transition?
The transition from Interim to Director has been surprising at
times but also very smooth. We have a great staff at GCPL.
Everyone does an excellent job providing library services to the
community or supporting day-to-day operations. The staff have
been supportive and helpful every step of the way.
Since the onset of the pandemic, the world has changed
a great deal and at a fast pace. What are some of the
most important things that you learned through the
challenges of the past couple of years and how can they
help you to lead GCPL forward?
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I think being flexible and adapting to the
changing needs of the patron in real time is
one of the biggest challenges we face, but
also the most important lesson we have
learned over the past two years. For
example, if anyone would have told me
three years ago that the library would be

"...the staff
continues
to be GCPL's
most valuable
resource."
distributing take home medical tests to the public, I would have
thought they were crazy. But the Ohio Department of Health
asked libraries to assist with the service because we have the
experience and expertise in delivering items directly to the
public. At times, the demand created staffing and workflow
challenges, but it was a valuable service for the community and
the patron response was overwhelmingly positive.
Probably the most important lesson, which was actually just a
reminder, is that the staff continues to be GCPL’s most valuable
resource. They have been creative, hardworking, and flexible
through every change and challenge. They continue to operate
as a team, collaborating on difficult projects, while treating each
other and the community with respect and kindness.
As a library Director, it is a given that you read a lot. Can
you tell us a few other library resources that you use in
your daily life?
I use Hoopla to listen to music while I drive between Branches.
The selection and availability is amazing. I also frequently use
Brainfuse: Skillsurfer and Flashbulb when I am helping my
13 year-old with homework. The flashcard and practice tests
are a regular part of our study routine. Last month, I took an
inLearning class on the Foundations of Data Analytics, which was
very useful as we review usage statistics for 2021. Great Courses
is on heavy rotation at our house as well. We recently watched
the “Everyday Guide to Beer” which covered 8,000 years of beer
history and how to pair beer with foods, which is something I
never even considered before watching the lectures.
Continued on pg. 2
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You have been with GCPL for over ten years. In that
time, you have had instrumental roles in several big
changes, namely the opening of two new buildings in
Bainbridge and Thompson. What large-scale projects
and plans do you see in GCPL's future?
This year we are going to catch our breath and focus on the
fundamentals of Library Service for the community. Over the
past two years, we have completed two new buildings and
adapted many services to our changing environment. We will
continue to offer some programs virtually and maintain services
that the patrons have come to rely on, like curbside pickup of
holds. We are promoting and supporting our newer services
like the Digital Legacy Labs for digitizing media, the Inspiration
Station maker space, and a renewed focus on local history and
genealogy programs for the public.
We are very excited about our new website, too. It was created
locally by Company 119 and showcases a fresh design with
significantly better usability for our patrons.
We are also excited to be part of the Connecting Ohioans in
Rural Areas Through Distance Learning grant with Kent State
Geauga. This grant, funded through the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, will support Kent State Geauga offering distance
learning opportunities at our library branches. We are especially
excited to provide this service at our Thompson Branch. This
will extend access to education for 7th - 12th grade students,
offer credit classes for degree programs for adult learners, and
workforce training programs for area employees. Our mission
at Geauga County Public Library includes contributing to
educational achievement of our K-12 students and supporting
lifelong learning. Our partnership with Kent State gives GCPL
another opportunity to positively impact our community.
I guess this won't settle the debate, but we would love
to know your thoughts: Print or Digital?

outside at a park, I prefer print every time. But when I am
traveling, I prefer digital for convenience. I have been known to
download over 20 books for a weekend trip.
How did the pandemic impact GCPL's community
partnerships? Are there any exciting initiatives or
programs that we can look forward to?
We couldn’t have managed the pandemic without our
partnerships or volunteers. The Geauga County Library
Foundation and Partners continue to support our programs
and mission. Their support over the past two years has been
invaluable. We also have wonderful partnerships with United
Way, JFS, Ravenwood, and the school districts of Geauga
County.
One of our new and exciting projects is a collaboration with
the United Way to promote and support 2-1-1 services to the
community. GCPL is more than books. We are a resource for
those in the community who seek access to resources required
to enhance and provide a positive impact on their lives. Greater
access to United Way’s 2-1-1 service at the library will help our
patrons reach essential and often hard to find services. Library
patrons can walk in and access a dedicated phone line to speak
to a United Way 2-1-1 operator. Patrons can also access a chat
feature via our library desk tops. 2-1-1 operators are highly
trained navigation specialists who help community members
solve problems and connect to essential services. United Way’s
2-1-1 service has been an essential resource for the community
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond, connecting
Geauga County residents with life changing assistance.
Summer is the season of travel. What is your #1
recommended beach read?
This year it would have to be April in Spain by John Banville. A
vacation mystery set in Spain during the 1950s.

I don’t view it as a debate. When I am reading at home or
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A child who has an early start with
literature is a child who develops a
life long love of learning. Let us help
your child grow through the engagement of interactive reading at your library.
With books, songs, and activities we are here to share in your childs journey.
Check our website's programs
calendar for date ranges.

Many Storytimes listed below
occur in a weekly series.

Tuesdays
Geauga West 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Mondays
Chardon 10 a.m.
Tuesdays
Bainbridge 9:30 a.m.
Chardon 10 a.m.
Middlefield 10 a.m.
Thursdays
Geauga West 10 a.m.
and 11 a.m.
Middlefield 10 a.m.

Mondays
Middlefield 10 a.m.
Tuesdays
Virtual 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays
Chardon 10 a.m.
Geauga West 10 a.m.
Fridays
Thompson 10 a.m.
Chardon 11 a.m.

Tuesday
7/12
Middlefield 1 p.m.
Thursday
6/16
Middlefield 1 p.m.
Fridays
5/6, 6/3, 7/1, 8/5:
Bainbridge 10 a.m.

Magical Monday (Pre-k)
Mondays
Chardon 11:15 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Bainbridge 2 p.m.
Tuesdays
Administrative Center 11 a.m.
Chardon 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays
Virtual 10 a.m.
Middlefield 11 a.m.
Thompson 7 p.m.
Thursdays
Bainbridge 10 a.m.
Fridays
Chardon 10 a.m.

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Sponsored by Geauga County Library Foundation

Monday 5/23
Geauga West
Paint and Sippy (Pre-k - 2nd Grade)
Monday
6/20
Geauga West 2 p.m.
Wednesday 6/22
Bainbridge 2 p.m.
Monday
7/27
Bainbridge 2 p.m.
Yoga Storytime (3 - 7 years)
Monday 7/11
Geauga West 2 p.m.
Campfire Storytime and Stuffed Animal Sleepover (Pre-K)
Friday
8/12
Bainbridge 6 p.m.

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Wednesdays
6/8 - 8-3
Bainbridge
Early Walker: 15 - 35 months 9:30 a.m.
Preschool: 3-5 years 10 a.m.

Thompson (440) 298-3831

www.GeaugaLibrary.net
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RECURRING PROGRAMS
Ocean Ecology
Grades K - 3
Bainbridge
Wednesdays: June 1, July 6, Aug. 3,
2 p.m.
Explore this year's summer reading
theme, Oceans of Possibilities, by
learning about the largest biome on our
planet! For each session we’ll focus and
learn about a different part of our earth's
oceans with fun activities.
Yoga in the Park
Grades K – 3
Off-site: Frohring Meadows, 16780
Savage Rd., Bainbridge
Thursdays, June 2, July 7, Aug. 4,
10 a.m.
Join us for morning yoga! We will learn
new poses and how to incorporate them
into a sequence to greet the day.
Bats are Fantastic, In Fact!
All Ages
Bainbridge: Wed., June 7, 7 p.m.
Chardon: Mon., June 13, 7 p.m.

Adventurers
Grades 3 - 5
Chardon
Thursdays, 3 p.m.
June 2: Pirate Party
June 9: World Oceans Day Art
June 16: Minecraft Creative Mode
June 23: Mermaids vs. Sharks
June 30: Ocean Cosplay: Halloween in
June
July 7: How to be a Viking and Train Your
Dragon
July 14: Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters
Quest

July 21: Ocean Science Discovery
July 28: Monsters of the Deep: Lake and
Ocean Monster Investigators
Aug. 4: Super Under Sea Adventures
Aug. 11: Ocean Splash Down

Pathfinders
Grades K – 2
Chardon
Mondays, 2 p.m.
June 6: It’s a Shark Fiesta!
June 13: Believe it or not...Is that really
a fish?
June 20: Calling all Mechanics!
June 27: Emergency Squad for Humpty
Dumpty!
July 11: Ocean Layers

July 18: Help Harry!
July 25: Creanimals
Aug. 1: Be a Scuba Diver!
Aug. 8: Attention Super Detectives!

Join your fellow heroes on a quest for
fun, excitement, and surprising new
discoveries. We will meet and complete
missions, enjoy hang out time, and have
activities to go along with your favorite
stories. There will even be some games
and art. The adventure starts here at the
Chardon Library! Please register for each
week that your child will attend.

Do you like to discover and try new
ways of doing things? If so, this is the
program for you! We will have fun with
stories, crafts, and STEM challenge
activities. Please register for each week
your child will attend.

Middlefield: Thurs., July 7, 7 p.m.
Geauga West, Wed., July 20, 7 p.m.
With an interactive slideshow, we will
focus on the many interesting facts
and some myths about this often
misunderstood mammal. Learn more
about the bats that call Ohio home, along
with their many adaptations and the
threats they face for survival.
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Adopt-A-Stuffed-Pet: Ocean Edition
Grades K - 3
Virtual
Thursdays, June 9 – Aug. 4, 2 p.m.
Adopt-a-Pet and join us weekly as we
meet online to have fun with literacy
crafts and games. Then, throughout the
week, you can practice your reading
skills by sharing
a book aloud
to your new
stuffed friend.
The library
will provide
you with your
adoption kit,
including a
cute cuddling
stuffed critter
to be picked up
at your local
Branch.

Bainbridge (440) 543-5611

Try-It Tuesdays
Grades K - 3
Bainbridge
Tuesdays, June 14 and 28, July 12 and
26, 2 p.m.
Join us to try a new activity every
session. What will Miss Debbie have in
her bag of tricks this week?
Book Buddies
Grades K – 5
Geauga West
Thursdays, June 16 - July 14,
1 - 1:45 p.m.
Kids practice reading with teen
volunteers.
Picnic Lunch on the Patio
Grades 3 - 8
Bainbridge
Tuesdays, June 21, July 19, Aug. 16,
1 p.m.
Join us once a month in our messy room
as we make a quick, easy, and tasty
lunch to eat together on our patio, picnic
style!

Chardon (440) 285-7601

GCPL will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All programs are subject to change or cancellation.
Visit GeaugaLibrary.net for full descriptions and programs added after the date of this publication.

May the Fourth Be With You: Star
Wars Day at the Library
All Ages
Middlefield
Geauga West
Wed., May 4, 6 – 8 p.m.
"A long time ago in a galaxy far, far,
away...” Join us for a family-friendly day
of Force-filled fun. Assemble your very
own cast of Star Wars characters using
our Cubecraft templates, customize your
own BB8-style droid, build your own
lightsaber, and more!
Relaxation Day
Grades K - 3
Chardon
Mon., May 9, 4 p.m.
Join us for stories, crafts, and activities
all about taking time to relax. Bring your
mom or another special lady in your life
to celebrate Mother's Day! Please register
each child attending the program.

assigned reading time. Only register the
reader. Sponsored by Geauga
County Library Foundation.
Library Foundation

Horse Tales
Grades K - 3
Off-site: Fieldstone Farm
Therapeutic Riding Center
16497 Snyder Rd. , Chagrin Falls
Wed., May 18, 5 p.m.
Tuesdays: June 14, July 19, and Aug. 9,
1 – 3 p.m.
We have teamed up with Fieldstone
Farm Therapeutic Riding Center
to encourage kids to practice reading
skills in a fun, non-judgmental
environment by reading to a horse at
their farm. Each child will be assigned
a reading slot. An email will be sent out
prior to the program with your child's

School Days!
All Ages
Thompson
Sat., May 21, 11 a.m.
Step back in time and explore
the lessons, books, rules, chores, games,
and teachers' code of ethics from years
past. Program will feature a costumed
interpreter from the Geauga County
Historical Society, along with historical
artifacts.
Plant a Garden for Your Pet
All Ages
Bainbridge
Sat., May 21, 11 a.m.
Join us this spring as we learn about
what fruits and vegetables are safe to
eat for common house pets, how you can
grow them yourself, and the best ways to
prepare them for your pets.

Geauga County Retired Teachers

GCPL Staff who...

Thank you to our sponsors of the Geauga County Library Foundation's 10th annual Mini Golf fundraiser! Because of
you we raised $12,000 to help fund GCPL enrichment programs like Summer Reading, Rascal's Readers, and the Ohio
Governor's Imagination Library.
Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Thompson (440) 298-3831

www.GeaugaLibrary.net
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Summer Reading Kickoff
All Ages
Offsite
Geauga County Fairgrounds
14373 N Cheshire St., Burton
Sat., June 4, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Join us at the Geauga County Fairground
to celebrate our 2022 Summer Reading
Kickoff!
Adopt a Pet Stuffed Fish
Grades K – 5
Middlefield
Mon., June 6, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Adopt a pet stuffed fish, fill out the
papers, and make a commitment to read
to them for 20 minutes each day.
Treasure Chest
Grades K - 5
Middlefield
Tues., June 7, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Search for treasure and make your very
own treasure chest!
Family Pasta Night: Penne
All Ages
Bainbridge
Tues., June 7, 5 – 6:30 p.m.
Learn the basics of making fresh egg
pasta. The library will provide the
ingredients. After participating, you
will have a pound of fresh pasta to take
home!
An Ocean of Wonders
Ages birth – 5, with caregiver
Chardon
Thurs., June 9, 10 a.m.
Join us for ocean-related songs,
movement, activities, and crafts. Please
register each child who will attend the
program.
Goldfish Tasting
Grades K - 5
Middlefield
Thurs., June 9, 3 – 3:45 p.m.
Join us for goldfish cracker tasting. This
will be a blind test and you will need to
identify the flavor.
Honoring WWII and the Greatest
Generation
All Ages
Thompson
Thurs., June 9, 6 – 7:30 p.m.
6
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History comes alive! Peter Booth will
portray a WWII Soldier in the first
person, describing the combat action in
France during the Normandy Invasion.
He will also bring personal military
memorabilia from his parents, who both
served in the United States Army during
World War II.
Amphibian Awakening
Grades K - 5
Bainbridge: Fri., June 10, 11 a.m.
Geauga West: Mon., June 20,
6:30 p.m.
Warm evening rains draw salamanders,
frogs, and toads out of hibernation to
begin their annual courtship. Discover
the habits and habitats, adaptations, and
life cycles of these captivating creatures.
Presented by the Geauga Park District.
Pizza, Salsa, or Salad Garden
All Ages
Bainbridge
Sat., June 11, 11 a.m.
Choose your own adventure, garden
style! Upon signing up, choose the
kitchen garden you want to grow: pizza,
salsa or salad. We’ll start the seedlings
– you join us to plant the kitchen garden
of your choice on our patio. When
registering, indicate pizza, salsa, or salad
garden after child's name.
The Wonderful World of Bubbles
All Ages
Geauga West
Sat., June 11, 11 a.m.
Join us as the Bubble Lady
creates bubbles big and small in this fun
and interactive show.
Model Horse Display and
Presentation
All Ages
Thompson
Sat., June 11, noon – 5 p.m.
Local model horse collector Karen
Kne will display her collection, answer
questions, and offer advice. Karen will
give a short presentation at 3 p.m.
Registration not required.
The Whalemobile
Grades K – 5
Bainbridge
Mon., June 13, 2 – 4 p.m.
Experience a humpback whale up close.

Bainbridge (440) 543-5611

You will be able to go inside this life-sized
inflatable whale, see its organs, and
learn all about this incredible mammal
from naturalist and whale watcher, Cynde
McInnis from Gloucester, Massachusetts.
Family Movie Night
All Ages
Geauga West
Mon., June 13, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Join us for an under the sea adventure
on the big screen with popcorn and
drinks.
Hold My Water!
Grades K – 5
Chardon
Wed., June 15, 2 p.m.
Over 20 billion single-use plastic water
bottles are thrown away every year. To
help reduce that problem, we’ll create
edible water pods and water bottle sea
creatures. Please register each child
attending the program.
Open Mic Night
All Ages
Geauga West
Wed., June 15 and July 13, 7 p.m.
Share your talents on our patio! Read
a poem, sing a song, or play an
instrument.
Family Movie Night: Nemo Bingo
All Ages
Bainbridge
Fri., June 17, 6 – 8 p.m.
Join us for Finding Nemo and play
along with Nemo Bingo! Prizes! Snacks
provided.
What's Up with Water Pollution?
All Ages
Geauga West
Sat., June 18, 11 a.m.
Join us for an interactive story about
water pollution, conduct an experiment
with pudding and gummy bears,
and create an upcycled jellyfish.

Chardon (440) 285-7601

GCPL will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All programs are subject to change or cancellation.
Visit GeaugaLibrary.net for full descriptions and programs added after the date of this publication.

Seashells Craft
Grades K – 5
Middlefield
Tues., June 21, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Learn about seashells and make a craft.
Painting with the Colors
of the Ocean
Ages 1 – 5, with caregiver
Chardon
Thurs., June 23, 10 a.m.
Our littlest ones will have fun using
different materials to paint!
Jewels of the Sea: Pearls
Grades K – 2
Geauga West
Fri., June 24, 2 p.m.
Dive deep into the sea to discover the
connection between oysters and pearls.
We’ll make a “pearl” bracelet to take
home.
Songs and Tails from the Woods
All Ages
Middlefield
Sat., June 25, 11 – 11:45 a.m.
Free family program featuring music and
nature by Sam Sapp.
Recycled T-Shirt Book Bag
Grades K - 5
Middlefield
Mon., June 27, 2 p.m.
Make a book bag out of a T-shirt. Please
bring your own T-shirt that you do not
mind cutting up.
Lego Fun
Grades K – 5
Chardon
Wed., June 29, 2 p.m.
Practice engineering, math, and creative
skills by building with Legos.
Sea Creatures with the Greater
Cleveland Aquarium
All Ages
Bainbridge and Virtual
Wed., June 29, 2 p.m.
Greater Cleveland Aquarium
provides the unique opportunity to
see sharks, stingrays, and other sea
creatures from the pages of your books
come to life on your screen. Join us live
at the Bainbridge Branch to watch the
program on our big screens and do an

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

ocean-themed craft or enjoy the program
at your home virtually.  

Show as we travel along the seven seas
with fun interactive science experiments!

Nintendo Switch Showdown
Grades 2 – 5
Geauga West
Wed., June 29 and July 13, 2 – 4 p.m.
Join us for gaming and compete against
your friends or fellow library patrons.
Oh No! Oil Spill!
Grades K – 5
Middlefield
Thurs., June 30, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Learn about ocean pollution and try to
clean up an oil spill.
Discover Treasure
Ages Birth – 5
Chardon
Thurs., July 7, 10 a.m.
Join us for pirate related songs,
movement, activities, and crafts.
Shark Day
Grades K – 5
Middlefield
Thurs., July 7, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Learn fun facts about sharks and make
a craft.
Pirate Day
Grades Pre-K – 3
Bainbridge
Fri., July 8, 11 a.m.
Ahoy, Landlubbers! ARRRRR you ready
to set sail? We will make treasure
chests, whiles we share pirate lore, sea
shanties, crafts and more. Come dressed
as a pirate!
She Sells Seashells
Grades K – 2
Geauga West
Fri., July 8, 2 p.m.
She Sells Seashells by the Seashore.
Say that five times fast and join us to
learn about the types of ocean animals
who make homes in seashells. We will
also read a story and decorate shells.
Dr. Dave Sails the Seven Seas
All Ages
Geauga West
Sat., July 9, 11 a.m.
Join Dr. Dave and the Whiz Bang Science

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Family Fun Night at the Drive-In
All Ages
Sun., July 10, 7 p.m.
Off-site: Mayfield Road Drive-In, 12100
Mayfield Road, Chardon, OH 44024
Family Fun Night at the Drive-in is
back! Gates open at 7 p.m. for preshow attractions. Minions: The Rise of
Gru* begins at dark (approximately
9:30 p.m.).
*Movie title is subject to change.
Check GeaugaLibrary.net for updates.
From Clue to Catan: Family Game
Night at the Library
All Ages
Middlefield
Mon., July 11, 6 – 8 p.m.
Sleuth alongside your favorite detectives
in a classic board game like Clue,
manage resources and race for control
of a newly discovered island in Catan, or
roam the dunes of a mysterious desert
in search of the missing pieces of your
airship. Whatever your playstyle, there
is sure to be a game for everyone!
Survival Island
Grades K – 5
Chardon
Wed., July 13, 2 p.m.
Test your ability to survive on a deserted
island! Learn how to make your own
water filter, send an SOS, and build a
shelter.
The Amazing Octopus
Grades K – 5
Middlefield
Thurs., July 14, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Learn about the amazing octopus.

Thompson (440) 298-3831

www.GeaugaLibrary.net
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Family Movie Night: “Sail-In” Movie
All Ages
Bainbridge
Fri., July 15, 6 – 8 p.m.
Arg! Come into the library, maties, where
we’ll watch Pirates of the Caribbean:
Curse of the Black Pearl while we
decorate and “sail” in our own pirate
ships! Materials and snacks provided!
Battle of the Books
Grades 4 - 6
Bainbridge (Location of final Battle)
Wed., July 20, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Compete against students from our other
branches in a quiz-style program based
on predetermined books you have read in
the summer. Contact your local Branch if
you are interested in representing them
in this fun competition.
Bubble and Water Play for
Mermaids and Mermen
Ages 6 mos. – 2 years, with
caregiver
Chardon
Thurs., July 21, 10 a.m.
Splash and play with us! This will be an
outdoor activity, weather permitting.
Jewel of the Sea
Grades K – 5
Middlefield
Wed., July 20, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Learn how pearls are made and enjoy a
sweet oyster treat too.
Buried Treasure Scavenger Hunt
All Ages
Geauga West
Sat., July 23, 11 a.m.
Ahoy, maties! Sail your pirate ship to the
library for a treasure-seeking scavenger
hunt.

Explore New Depths
Ages birth – 5, with caregiver
Chardon
Thurs., Aug. 4, 10 a.m.
Join us for boat and fish related songs,
movement, activities, and crafts.
Ready for Kindergarten
Entering Kindergarten
Middlefield
Thurs., Aug. 4, 2 – 2:45 p.m.
Join us for a Kindergarten preview.

Meet Your Geauga Park District K9
Unit
All Ages
Bainbridge
Sat., July 23, 1 p.m.
Meet Ranger Denise Weisbarth and her
K9, Sniper, as you learn about his role
with the Geauga Park District. Listen
to stories from their time together and
watch a demonstration.
Picture Book Collage
Grades K – 5
Middlefield
Tues., July 26, 2 p.m.
Join us to make our favorite picture book
characters into a collage.
Wonderful World of Games
Grades K – 5
Chardon
Wed., July 27, 2 p.m.
Enjoy an afternoon of fun with friends
and the library’s collection of board
games!
Happy Birthday, Harry Potter!
All Ages
Geauga West
Sat., July 30, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Celebrate Harry Potter's Birthday and the
end of the Summer Reading Program.
Weather permitting, this event will be
outside on the patio.
End of Summer Reading Party
All Ages
Bainbridge
Sat., July 30,1 p.m.
Celebrate the end of Summer Reading
with ice cream, games, and fun!
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Bainbridge (440) 543-5611

Summer Reading Ice Cream Party
All Ages
Thompson
Sat., Aug. 6, 2 – 4 p.m.
Celebrate a successful summer of
reading with a frosty treat for a job well
done. Ice cream and popsicles will be
available for everyone who participated
in the summer reading program.
Kindergarten Bootcamp
Entering Kindergarten
Bainbridge
Mon., Aug. 8 and Wed., Aug. 10, 10 a.m.
Tues., Aug. 9 and Thurs., Aug. 11, 1 p.m.
This two-day session will help you brush
up on the skills you will need to know
for your first day of school, including the
basics of letters, numbers, shapes, and
colors. We will also focus on fine/gross
motor skills, early literacy, and social
development. When you sign up for one
session, you are automatically signed up
for the other.
Coral Reef Creations
Grades K – 5
Chardon
Wed., Aug. 10, 10 a.m.
Learn about the “rainforests of the sea”
through stories, maps, and hands-on art
projects!
Back to School Carnival
Grades K – 5
Geauga West
Sat., Aug. 13, 11 a.m.
Join us for games, crafts, and activities
that will get you ready to head back to
school.

Chardon (440) 285-7601

GCPL will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All programs are subject to change or cancellation.
Visit GeaugaLibrary.net for full descriptions and programs added after the date of this publication.

SEED LIBRARY UNVEILED AT THOMPSON BRANCH
Things are growing at our Thompson Branch… literally! Stop by and check out our new
seed library! This community-based seed sharing library is free and simple to use. Just stop
in, help yourself to any of the variety of seeds available, take them home, and watch them grow.
Then, when the season is over, harvest the seeds back from the plants and bring them back to the
library for others to enjoy. As we like to say, “Take what you need. Return what you can.”
While you are there, be sure to check out the Perennial Garden, planted and maintained by the
Thompson Garden Club.
We are working with members of our community to bring their experience and expertise directly
to you through programming designed for beginners and experts alike. Our goal is to help
you develop a broader connection with nature, learn productive outdoor skills, and find joy in
working with your own two hands. We’re moving beyond our buildings into the great outdoors,
and we’d like you to join us!
Check out these upcoming Nature and Gardening programs throughout the entire GCPL system and grow with your library!

Everyday Earth Day
Bainbridge
Mon., May 2, 7 p.m.
Psst, Kermit, guess what? It can be easy
being green. See how easy eco-friendly
can be with Rachel Regula, owner of
Little Spark Refill Shop, who is on a
mission to make sustainability fun and
accessible.
Bats are Fantastic in Fact!
Bainbridge: Tues., June 7, 7 p.m.
Chardon: Mon., June 13, 7 p.m.

Educator for the Ohio Sea Grant, to
learn about the concerns that arise when
plastics enter the water and our bodies.
Ohio Wildlife of the Western Reserve
Thompson
Sat., Aug. 6, 11 a.m.
Before Ohio became a state, the Western
Reserve was abundant with wildlife and
the rivers were teeming with fish and
freshwater mussels. Explore the diverse
wildlife of the area through pictures,
stories, and animal study skins. Program
will feature a costumed interpreter from
the Geauga County Historical Society.

Middlefield: Thurs., July 7, 7 p.m.
Geauga West, Wed., July 20, 7 p.m.
See description on pg. 4
Breeding Birds of Ohio
Middlefield
Mon., June 13, 7 p.m.
Join Ethan Maynard for an evening of
interesting facts about breeding birds
of Ohio. Learn about courtship, nest
building, raising young and how to help
during this time of year.
You are the Solution to Plastic
Pollution
Geauga West
Thurs., June 23, 7 p.m.
An estimated 10,000 tons of plastic
pollution enter the Great Lakes each
year, resulting in significant global
impacts to human and environmental
health. Join Jill Bartolotta, Extension

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Native Solitary Bees: The Gentle
Pollinators
Bainbridge
Thurs., June 16, 7 p.m.
Gear up for National Pollinator Week
by learning more about these “power
pollinators” including common species,
distribution, planting tips, and nesting
materials designed to attract and help
rebuild native bee populations. All
attendees will be entered into a drawing
for the chance to win a free beneficial
insect house and seeds to plant in your
garden!

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Ansel’s Cave Adventure
Chardon
Mon., Aug. 15, 7 p.m.
Explore the natural history, cultural
history, and geology of Ansel’s Cave, a
historic rock outcropping found at the
West Woods. You’ll also meet the curious
person for whom the cave is named,
Ansel Savage, as he regales you with
tales of days gone by.

Backyard Beekeeping
Geauga West
Wed., June 22, 7 p.m.
The Greater Cleveland Beekeepers
Association will present an informative
program on Backyard Beekeeping. They
will discuss the basics of beekeeping and
bring an empty sample hive.
Practical Beekeeping
Thompson
Mon., Aug. 15, 6 p.m.
Join longtime local beekeeper
Roy Hendrickson as he discusses the
challenges of beekeeping in Northeast
Ohio. He'll offer seasoned, practical
advice to help improve your skills and
manage your hives.

Thompson (440) 298-3831
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Registration is required, unless otherwise noted. Registration opens April 15.
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RECURRING PROGRAMS
Teen Pop-ups
Grades 6 – 12
Chardon
Mondays: June 6, 13, and 20, July 11
and 18, and Aug. 1 and 8, 3:30 p.m.
Join us in the teen area for awesome
activities and creative crafts. Materials
and snacks provided. No registration
required.

Geauga Skywatchers
Ages Teen – Adult
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
May 2: Chardon
June 6: Middlefield
July 11: Location TBD
Aug. 1: Bainbridge

Take and Make Teen Crafts
Grades 6 – 12
Virtual
Tuesdays: June 14 – July 12, all day
Can’t make Teen Tuesdays? No problem!
Register to receive take and make
versions of our weekly crafts.

Geauga Skywatchers is an astronomy
presentation series founded by a
collaboration of organizations interested
in promoting scientific thinking to the
young and young-at-heart through
the study and practice of astronomy.
Collaborators are Chagrin Valley
Astronomical Society, Geauga County
Library System, Burton Public Library,
Geauga Park District and The Foundation
for Geauga Parks.

Teen Tuesdays
Grades 6 - 12
Geauga West
Tuesdays: June 14, 21, and 28 and July 5
and 12, 3 p.m.
Explore some of the legends and
creatures of the Seven Seas with books,
snacks, and craft projects.

Teen Thursdays
Grades 6 – 12
Bainbridge
Thursdays: May 5 – 26, 3 – 4:30 p.m.
Drop in after school for a fun activity
and snack with Mr. Eli. Registration not
required.
Teen and Tweens Night
Grades 5 – 12
Thompson
Thursdays: May 5 and 19, June 2 and 16,
July 7 and 21, and Aug. 4 and 18,
6 – 9 p.m.
Teens, take over the Thompson Library!
Well, part of it anyway. Join us for
games, trivia, movies, and pizza.

D n' D
Grades 7 – 12
Virtual
Wed., May 11, 6 – 8 p.m.
Tuesdays: June 21, July 5 and 19, Aug. 2
and 16, 6 – 8 p.m.
Join us for a 2-hour tabletop campaign.
No experience required. Instructions
for joining the Zoom meeting will be
provided upon registration.

Financial Aid Night
Grades 6 – 12 and Adults
Chardon
Thurs., May 19, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
If your child is considering attending
a trade school, community college, or
four-year college, you may qualify for
aid to help pay the bill. Join us for the
upcoming LEAF Financial Aid Night to
learn about post-secondary financial aid
options and how to apply for them.

Teen Tech Tutor Orientation
Grades 6 - 12
Geauga West
Tues., May 31, 2:30 – 4 p.m.
Rising high school juniors and seniors,
earn service hours by helping senior
citizens become more comfortable with
technology. This orientation will provide
scheduling and expectations.
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Bainbridge (440) 543-5611

Picnic Lunch on the Patio
Grades 3 - 8
Bainbridge
Tuesdays: June 21, July 19, Aug. 16,
1 p.m.
See description on pg. 4
Mindful Mondays
Grades 6 - 12
Chardon
Mondays, 3:30 p.m.
June 27: DIY Mermaid Sugar Scrub
July 25: DIY Marbled Mugs
Want a space to relax, de-stress, and
hang out? Join us for hands-on crafts and
activities, coloring, music, and self-care
tips all about mindfulness!

Teen Pasta Night: Penne
Grades 6 – 12
Bainbridge
Tues., June 7, 7 p.m.
See description on pg. 6
Wednesday Night Magic: Magic the
Gathering at the Library
Grades 5 – 12
Middlefield
Wed., June 8, 7 p.m.
Chardon (440) 285-7601

GCPL will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All programs are subject to change or cancellation.
Visit GeaugaLibrary.net for full descriptions and programs added after the date of this publication.

Wednesday Night Magic is a chance
to make new friends and showcase
your skills, all while playing Magic:
The Gathering. Bring your own deck or
borrow a prebuilt one. All skill levels are
welcome!
Teen Mini Golf
Grades 6 - 12
Bainbridge
Fri., June 10, 6 p.m.
Stay late for a couple rounds of mini golf,
including a chance to win prizes.
DIY Soda: The Next Level
Grades 6 – 12
Bainbridge
Mon., June 13, 1 p.m.
This time we will use fresh ingredients
and flavored syrups to make our own
specialty sodas and drinks.
Family Movie Night: Nemo Bingo
All ages
Bainbridge
Fri., June 17, 6 – 8 p.m.
See pg. 6 for description.
Percy Jackson and the Olympians:
Greek Myth Day at the Library
Grades 5 - 12
Middlefield
Mon., June 20, 6 – 8 p.m.
Answer trivia questions about Greek
mythology, write your name using the
Greek alphabet, play Percy-Jacksonthemed games to earn beads for your
very own Camp Half-Blood necklace, and
get ready to party with the Heroes of
Olympus!
PS4 Teen Racing Tournament
Grades 6 – 12
Thompson
Saturdays, July 2 – 20, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Choose your car, choose your track,
and go head-to-head with the greatest
racers in Geauga County and beyond.
Registration is required, you must
register by June 20th to qualify. This will
be a double elimination, best 2 out of 3
races event. You and your competitor can
choose from the following PS4 games:
Trackmania Turbo, Crash Team Racing,
Dirt, and more. Prizes will be awarded!

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Family Fun Night at the
Drive-In
All Ages
Sun., July 10, 7 p.m.
Off-site: Mayfield Road Drive-In,
12100 Mayfield Road, Chardon,
OH 44024
See pg. 7 for description.
Sea Shanty 101
Grades 6 – 12
Bainbridge
Mon., July 11, 1 p.m.
Yo ho ho and a bottle of...what?!
Join us for this fun program
where we will learn about the
history and elements of these
seafaring songs and how to write
your own.
Technology & Construction:
How Modern Buildings are
Built
Grades 6 – 12
Middlefield
Sat., July 16, 2 p.m.
Join construction technologist
Alex Tanguay on a journey through
how the latest tech is being used on
construction projects. Learn about the
software programs being used, explore
how digital models are used to coordinate
what is being built, how holograms are
used to plan, and walk through the future
using virtual reality.
Meet Your Geauga Park District K9
Unit
All ages
Bainbridge
Sat., July 23, 1 p.m.
See pg. 8 for description.
Real-Life Animal Crossing Crafts:
Faux Terrarium Making at the
Library
Grades 6 – 12
Middlefield
Mon., July 25, 6 – 8 p.m.
Create your own faux terrarium fit
for display on any Animal Crossing:
New Horizons Island. Customize your
terrarium and then take it home to
brighten up any room with its everlasting
plant life - no watering required.

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Happy Birthday Harry Potter!
All ages
Geauga West
Sat., July 30, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
See pg. 8 for description.
College Crash Course
Grades 6 – 12
Bainbridge: Wed., Aug. 3, 7 p.m.
Virtual: Wed., Aug. 10, 7 p.m.
This program is geared towards
first year college students. All majors are
welcome. We are here to help prepare
you for your first semester. Come to the
library to gain some useful tips and tricks
on how to navigate college life from a
2021 college graduate.
Teen Mystery Lock-In
Grades 6 – 12
Bainbridge
Fri., Aug. 5, 6 – 8 p.m.
We need your help! There is a mystery
at the library, and we need brave
volunteers to stay after the library closes
and help crack the case!

Thompson (440) 298-3831

www.GeaugaLibrary.net
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BOOK DISCUSSIONS
Geauga West

Thompson
Mystery Series:
Tuesdays at 2 p.m.

NYT Best Sellers Series:

5/10 The Dry by Jane Harper
6/14 The Keeper of Lost Causes by Jussi Adler-Olsen
7/12 The Man Who Smiled by Henning Mankel
8/9 The Redeemer by Jo Nesbo

Bainbridge
The Switch by Beth O'Leary
The Lost Apothecary by Sarah Penner
The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
The Operator by Gretchen Berg

Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
5/17
6/21
7/19
8/16

The Family Upstairs by Lisa Jewell
Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano
Inheritance by Dani Shapiro
The Mother-in-Law by Sally Hepworth

Chardon
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

6/15
7/20
8/17

Cuyahoga by Pete Beatty
Our Woman in Moscow
by Beatriz Williams
The Secrets of Love Story Bridge
by Phaedra Patrick

Middlefield
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.

5/12
6/9
7/14
8/11
9/8

12

Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

6/1
7/6
8/3
9/7

The Lost Vintage by Ann Mah
The Vanishing by Brit Bennett
Delicious by Ruth Reichl
Sankofa by Chibundo Onuzo

Virtual
Left of Center Series:

Sci-Fi, Fantasy,Horror
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

5/19 The Left Handed Booksellers of
London by Garth Nix
6/16 Never Let Me Go
by Kazuo Ishiguro
A
Wrinkle
in Time
7/21
by Madeleine L'Engle
8/18 The Once and Future Witches
by Alix E. Harrow

Thursdays at 7 p.m.

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict
The Gown by Jennifer Robson
We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves
by Karen Joy Fowler
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover

ENGAGE. CONNECT. INSPIRE.

5/17 We Begin at the End
by Chris Whitaker
6/28 Dear Mrs. Bird by AJ Pierce
7/26 The Maid by Nita Prose
8/23 Several People are Typing
by Calvin Kasulke

Mondays at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

5/9
6/13
7/11
8/8

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.

5/26 The Widows by Jess Montgomery
6/23 Cuyahoga by Pete Beatty
7/28 Our Woman in Moscow
by Beatriz Williams
8/25 The Secrets of Love Story Bridge
by Phaedra Patrick

Bainbridge (440) 543-5611

Chardon (440) 285-7601

GCPL will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All programs are subject to change or cancellation.
Visit GeaugaLibrary.net for full descriptions and programs added after the date of this publication.

RECURRING PROGRAMS
Geauga Skywatchers
Ages Teen – Adult
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
May 2: Chardon
June 6: Middlefield
July 11: Geauga West
Aug. 1: Bainbridge
See pg. 10 for description.
Club Ink Writing Workshop
Chardon
Wednesdays, May 4, June 1, July 6,
and Aug. 3, 6 – 8:30 p.m.
Writers, join with creators of all genres
who are interested in critiquing work
while sharing experiences, information,
and ideas. Both aspiring authors and
seasoned veterans are welcome.

Film Discussion Club
Geauga West
Thursdays, 2 p.m.
May 5: Arsenic and Old Lace
June 2: Gaslight
July 7: What a Way to Go
Aug. 4: The Big Country
Sept. 1: Splendor in the Grass
Join us as we discuss a classic film each
month. Watch the film on your own and
then join us for a discussion. Place your
hold online or call your local branch for
assistance.
Shutterbugs
Geauga West
Thursdays, May 5, June 2, July 7,
and Aug. 4: 6:30 p.m.
Photography enthusiasts explore
techniques, give and receive critiques,
and enjoy field trips. All experience
levels are welcome. No fees or dues.
Just bring your passion for photography.
geaugashutterbugs.weebly.com

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Library Lock-ins
Middlefield
Saturdays, May 7, June 4, July 2,
Aug. 6, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Spend the day (and the evening!) at the
library working on your scrapbooking,
needlework, genealogy, or just reading a
book.
One-on-One Genealogy Assistance
Chardon
Mon., May 9 and June 20, Wed.,
May 19, and Thurs., July 21,
10 a.m. - noon
Wednesdays, June 8, July 13, Aug. 10,
and Aug. 24, 6 - 8 p.m.
Experience personal genealogy
assistance with a GCPL Local & Family
History Specialist.
Meditation Mondays
Virtual
Mon., May 9 and 23, 7 p.m.
Join a Holistic Healer and Life Coach as
she leads healing guided meditation for
all ages and experience levels.
Sponsored by Geauga County
Library Foundation.

Library Foundation

One-on-One Grant Seeking
Appointments
Bainbridge
Wednesdays, May 11, June 8, July
13, and Aug. 10, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Schedule a one-hour appointment
with a librarian to get started seeking
grants for your non-profit organization
or individuals using the Foundation
Directory Online or Grants to Individuals
databases.
Yoga for Beginners
Bainbridge and Virtual
Wed., May 11, 10 a.m. and Tues.,
May 24, 7 p.m.
Join a local yoga instructor to
practice routines with different poses.

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Red Cross Blood Drives
Geauga West: Mon., May 16 and
July 18, 1 – 7 p.m.
Bainbridge: Tues., June 14,
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Middlefield: Thurs., June 23 and
Aug. 25, noon – 6 p.m.
Administrative Center: Mon.,
June 27, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Thompson: Thurs., July 21,
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
We partner with the Red Cross to offer
blood drives all year long. The need for
blood is constant and your contribution is
important for a healthy and reliable blood
supply. You’ll feel good knowing you have
helped change a life. To register go to
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-7332767. Walk-ins welcome!   
Make Up with Your Make-Up
Chardon
Tues., May 3, 6:30 p.m. and Mon.,
May 16, 6:30 p.m.
Join us as we repurpose long forgotten
cosmetics from the back of your drawer.
Please bring double stick tape and a glue
stick. NOTE: Only NEW cosmetics will be
used during class.
Third Thursday Business Socials
Geauga West
Thursdays, May 19, June 16, July
21, and Aug. 18, 9 – 11 a.m.
Calling all Chester, Novelty, and Newbury
area businesses! Join us at the Geauga
West Library for a business networking
opportunity.
Adult Coloring Club
Chardon
Mondays, May 23, June 27, July 25,
and Aug. 22, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experience the benefits of coloring. This
is your opportunity to relax and unwind.
Materials will be provided.
Take and Make - Spice: Taste the
World
Geauga West
Monthly, June – Aug. New theme
each month.
Each packet comes with enough spices
to make a couple of recipes, information
about the spice, and a list of cookbooks.

Thompson (440) 298-3831
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RECURRING PROGRAMS
Wellness with the Weils
Bainbridge
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.
June 15: Balance
July 20: Strength and Flexibility
Aug. 17: Home Safety
Join us for a series of wellness seminars.

Teen Tech Tutoring Sessions
Geauga West
Thursdays, June 9, 16, 23, 30, and
July 7 and 14, 2 – 4 p.m.
Teens from our community will be
available to help you with basic
smartphone applications (Facebook,
Instagram, sending pictures, etc.),
downloading books to devices, basic
email set-up, and internet searching on

computers and computer databases.
Walk-ins are welcome, but registration is
preferred. Appointments will last thirty
minutes.

Slow Movement Yoga
Bainbridge and Virtual
Tues., May 3, 10 a.m.
Join a local yoga instructor
for this class focused on stretching,
improving balance and strength,
breathing techniques and relaxation.

Line-Dance Party!
Bainbridge
Sun., May 15, 2 p.m.
Just in time for wedding season, you can
learn the most popular party dances! No
more sitting it out while everyone else is
doing the Wobble, the Cha-Cha Slide, the
Cupid Shuffle, and more. Easy, fun, and
good for you!

Chair Yoga
Bainbridge and Virtual
Thurs., May 19, 2 – 3:15 p.m.
Join a local Yoga instructor for this
class in which postures are
adaptations of traditional yoga poses
which offer increased strength, flexibility,
body and breath awareness, and overall
vitality.

Health Benefits of Herbs
Bainbridge
Mon., May 16, 2 p.m.
For decades, herbs and spices have
played a key role in improving the overall
health of the body. Herbs can relieve
common ailments such as indigestion,
stress, anxiety, headaches, colds and
more. Learn more about cooking with
herbs and their overall health benefits.

Financial Aid Night
Grades 6 – 12 and Adults
Chardon
Thurs., May 19, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
See pg. 10 for description.

Geauga Good Deeds
Middlefield
Tues., May 10, 6 – 8 p.m.
Founded in 2012 by Geauga County
Probate/Juvenile Court Judge Tim
Grendell and the county recorder,
the Good Deeds Program is a free
informational program designed to inform
individuals about how to hold their assets
while living to avoid the cost and time
associated with the probate court process
later.

Game Night for Adults
Thompson
Thursdays: May 26, June 30, July
28, and Aug. 25, 6 – 9 p.m.
Join us for a fun night of serious gaming!

Charcuterie on a Budget
Bainbridge
Wed., May 18, 7 p.m.
Let us let you in on some of our tips
and tricks on all things charcuterie and
feel free to bring some of your own
charcuterie hacks to share.

Beyond Cutting the Cable
Chardon
Sat., May 14, noon
So, you have cut the cable. Now what?
Join us as we examine the frontier that
is: streaming television. Navigating all
the services can be tricky, we will help
you determine how to get the best bang
for your buck, from free services to paid
and premium services as well.
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The Intriguing Roles and
Relationships of Grace Kelly
Geauga West
Wed., May 18, 7 p.m.
Loving daughter. Hollywood icon.
Princess of Monaco. Join us for an
introduction to this amazing woman
whose image exudes beauty, strength,
and gracefulness even today.

Bainbridge (440) 543-5611

Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange
Geauga West
Sat., May 28, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Come in and exchange your jigsaws for
new ones. Leave some and take some!
Bags provided! No registration required.
Online Library Resources
Geauga West
Sat., May 28, 2 p.m.
Discover the many online resources
available from the library website.
Hobby and craft ideas, home and auto
repair resources, genealogy databases,
employment tools as well as school
tutorials and much more all await your
exploration.

Chardon (440) 285-7601

GCPL will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All programs are subject to change or cancellation.
Visit GeaugaLibrary.net for full descriptions and programs added after the date of this publication.

Quilt Block Party
Bainbridge and Virtual
Saturdays, 10 a.m. – noon
May 21: Strip-Pieced Dresden Plate
June 18: Ocean Landscape
July 16: Dog Days Quilt
Aug. 20: Whimsical Birds
Crazy about quilting? Join the party.
Bring your sewing machine and any
show-and-tell pieces you have.

registration is required, but please let us
know in advance if you need a machine
to use.

Open Sew Saturdays
Bainbridge
Saturdays, May 21, June 18,
July 16, Aug. 20,
noon – 3 p.m.
Bring your machine and unfinished
projects to Open Sew (or stick around
after the Quilt Block Party!). Staff will
be available to answer questions and
provide suggestions on projects. No

Night Quilters
Bainbridge and Virtual
Wednesdays, 6 - 8 p.m.
May 25: Recycled Denim
June 29: Improv Scrap Quilts
July 27: Christmas in July Rag Quilts
Aug. 31: Making Faces
Quilters, join us for these fun, themed
quilting nights!

Craft Night
Geauga West
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
June 29: Glass Marble Magnets
Aug. 10: Glitter Candle Holder
Painting with Tissue Paper
Chardon
Mon., Aug. 8 and Tues., Aug. 23,
6:30 p.m.
Join us to paint with tissue paper and
create new layers to add to current
projects. Please wear "paint clothes" and
bring double stick tape.
Crafting BeCAUSE
Bainbridge
Sat., June 4, 10 a.m.: Stress Balls
Sat., July 9, 2 p.m.: Greeting Cards
Sat., Aug. 13, 2 p.m.: Comfort Blankets
Join us for adaptive, integrated, creative
good times crafting in community with
others - and for others!
Rustic Keychime Suncatcher
Middlefield
Mon., May 16, 6 p.m.
Windchime and suncatcher come
together with keys and crystals to form a
beautiful rustic piece sure to brighten up
any room or space!

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Shaving Cream and Paint Tote Bag
Craft
Bainbridge
Thurs., May 19, 7 p.m.
Decorate a tote bag with paint for
summer! A Cricut stencil will make the
process simple.
How to Create a Heritage Scrapbook
Chardon
Wed., May 25, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Are you interested in creating a heritage
family tree scrapbook but don’t know
where to start? Come to this class and
learn how!
Summer Wreath Craft
Middlefield
Tues., June 7, 6 p.m.
Make a lovely woven wreath to dress up
for any season. We will be using a neutral
shade of macrame cording and weaving
it onto a wire wreath frame that you can
take home and add your own personal
embellishments.
Crafting Nights
Chardon
Thursdays, June 9, July 14, and
Aug. 11, 7 p.m.
Join fellow crafters to work on projects.
All levels are welcome. Bring yourself and
your current project (or two!).

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Bad Art Night
Bainbridge
Wed., June 15, 6 – 8 p.m.
Art is not meant to be serious, so come
create something fun, tacky, glittery,
and totally useless. Towards the end of
the program trophies will be awarded.
Materials provided.
Mini Ocean Zen Garden
Middlefield
Sat., June 18, 2:30 p.m.
Make your own personal Zen garden to
ease your stress and provide a sense of
tranquility in your home or office.
Papercrafting Flowers
Bainbridge
Mon., June 20, 7 p.m.
Explore three different ways to create
gorgeous forever-blooms with tissue
paper, crepe paper, and discarded book
pages.
Nautical Votives
Middlefield
Wed., June 29, 6 p.m. Bring a
touch of the beach into your own home
with these nautical inspired votives.
Christmas (Flowers) in July
Chardon
Mon., July 11, 6:30 p.m.
Cool off from the summer heat as we
make paper poinsettias for our early
Christmas preparations. Materials will be
provided. Bring a low temp glue gun if
you have one.
UFO's: Unfinished Objects
Geauga West
Sat., July 15, 5 – 9 p.m.
For all who have an unfinished project
for which they need some time and
space, the library and its facilities will be
available after hours for your use. Large
tables, paper cutters, Ellison dies, access
to computers and databases, and more
will be available.
DIY Summerscape Terrarium
Middlefield
Mon., July 18, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Bring a touch of the sea into your
home as you create a small living
plant terrarium. Decorate it with sand,
seashells, and other mini decorations.

Thompson (440) 298-3831
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30s. Join us at the library for this fun and
low-stress opportunity to eat pizza and
speed date your way to new friendships!

Victorian Weddings
Virtual
Sat., May 28, 2:30 p.m.
Many modern brides don’t realize that
the wedding traditions today are steeped
in history, some dating back to ancient
Roman times. Become enlightened about
the customs and fashions of weddings
during America’s Victorian period.
Volunteer through VANTAGE Aging
Bainbridge
Wed., June 1, 10 a.m.
Join us at the Bainbridge Branch to learn
about the benefits of volunteering with
VANTAGE Aging. The Retired & Senior
Volunteer Program through VANTAGE
Aging connects volunteers ages 55 and
older with opportunities to serve their
community.

The Negro Leagues in Ohio
Geauga West
Thurs., June 8, 7 p.m.
Learn about the Negro Leagues,
presented by Dr. Leslie Heaphy, Associate
Professor of History at Kent State
University, Stark Campus and author of
The Negro Leagues.
Friend Speed Dating: Networking
for People in Their Twenties and
Thirties
Bainbridge
Sat., June 11, 1 – 3 p.m.
Making new friends can be hard...
especially when you're in your 20s and
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Joseph & Rose Kennedy: The
Beginning of an American Dynasty,
Part 1
Bainbridge and Virtual
Tues., June 14, 7 p.m.
Join us for a fresh look at the
Kennedy family. Discover how the
values of Joe and Rose shaped their
nine children and learn the fascinating
triumphs and tragedies of their lesserknown children.
Death Café
Chardon
Thurs., June 16, 6 – 8 p.m.
At a Death Cafe, people, often strangers,
gather to have refreshments and discuss
death. The objective of Death Cafe is "to
increase awareness of death with a view
to helping people make the most of their
(finite) lives." This is a group-directed
discussion of death with no agenda,
objectives, or themes. This is not a grief
support or counseling session. Facilitated
by Alexa Oehlers, Licensed Funeral
Director/Embalmer at Burr Funeral
Home.

History of the Chardon Opera House
Chardon
Thurs., June 23, 6 p.m.
Join local historian, Bill Jackson, to learn
about the early years of the Chardon
Opera House, its origin, its building, and
its early activities.
Battle of Gettysburg
Virtual
Sat., June 25, 2:30 p.m.
Join staff from the James A Garfield
National Historic Site for an informative
program on this major Civil War battle.
Family Fun Night at the Drive-In
All Ages
Sun., July 10, 7 p.m.
Off-site: Mayfield Road Drive-In, 12100
Mayfield Road, Chardon, OH 44024
See pg. 7 for description.

Eli the Phenom's Story, A Book Talk
by Mark Zimmerman
Geauga West
Thurs., June 16, 7 p.m.
Hear Mark Zimmerman, local author,
radio host, lifelong baseball fan, and
friend of the West Geauga community
talk about his first book, Eli the Phenom's
Story.

Mocktail Mixology
Bainbridge
Mon., July 18, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Step aside, Shirley Temple! We’re about
to craft some fabulous cocktails without
the alcohol. We’ll chat about the zeroproof trend, explore some products,
learn a few techniques, and sample some
recipes. Cheers!

What to Say When Someone You
Love Has Cancer
Geauga West
Sat., June 18,
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Join Eileen Coan from the Gathering
Place for a discussion on how to help
someone you love when they are
diagnosed with cancer.

Joseph & Rose Kennedy: the
Beginning of an American Dynasty,
Part 2
Bainbridge and Virtual
Tues., July 12, 7 p.m.
Join us for the second part of
this fresh look at the Kennedy
family.

A History of Piracy on the Great
Lakes
Geauga West
Tues., June 21, 7 p.m.
Presented by The National Museum of the
Great Lakes.

Bainbridge (440) 543-5611

Know Your Health Numbers
Bainbridge
Mon., July 18, 2 p.m.
Our health numbers are key indicators
of one’s risk of cardiovascular health
problems. Maintaining your numbers in
a healthy range decreases your risk of

Chardon (440) 285-7601

GCPL will continue to follow current state guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All programs are subject to change or cancellation.
Visit GeaugaLibrary.net for full descriptions and programs added after the date of this publication.

With warm, sunny days ahead, we invite you to
the new patio at our Geauga West Branch. Enjoy
the fresh air at one of our new bistro tables or on
our fun shaped patio furniture. Rest assured, you’ll
be able to access our free Wi-Fi and charge your
devices at all points of the patio.
Our staff are excited to utilize this outdoor space to present
new and fun programs. One that we are really excited about
is our Golden Girls Trivia Night on July 22nd. We hope to
have a lot of laughs on our lanai! And to help with hot and
sunny days, the library is installing shade sails over the patio
to make it more comfortable to relax, study, spend time and
enjoy programs. You can look forward to library staff hosting
programs like Book Discussion (See pg. 12) and Storytimes
(See pg. 3) on the patio, as weather permits. Be sure to check
out this fun, new hangout, which offers something for the
whole family, and don’t forget to check out the new Lego table
on your way outside!

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
ON THE PATIO
Be sure to check GeaugaLibrary.net
for up to date listings.

Open Mic Night
All Ages
Geauga West
Wed., June 15 and July 13, 7 p.m.
See pg. 6 for description.
Happy Birthday, Harry Potter!
All Ages
Geauga West
Sat., July 30, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
See pg. 8 for description.
Yoga on the Patio
Geauga West
Sat., July 16, 10 a.m.
Join Fairmount Center for the Arts for yoga on the
patio. Weather permitting.
Golden Girls Trivia Night
Geauga West
Fri., July 22, 6:30 – 8 p.m.
We want to thank you for being our friend by
throwing a Golden Girls Trivia Night. This event
will take place outdoors on the lanai, weather
permitting. Expect a trivia contest, Golden Girls
themed mocktails, Golden Girls Costume Contest,
prizes, and more.

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Thompson (440) 298-3831
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heart disease, stroke and other health
conditions. Join us for an informational
session and health screenings with the
experts from UH Geauga Medical Center.
Meet Your Geauga Park District K9
Unit
All ages
Bainbridge
Sat., July 23, 1 p.m.
See pg. 8 for description.
Tracking Your Reading
Geauga West
Wed., July 27, 2 p.m.
Can’t remember where you are in that
mystery series? Struggling to remember
titles of good books when friends ask for
recommendations? Want to revisit that
amazing book you read a couple of years
ago? Learn about the benefits of tracking
what you read and the options you have
to make it easy!
The Lives of Domestic Servants in
the 1800s
Virtual
Sat., July 30, 2:30 p.m.
The Garfields were a middle-class family
before President Garfield’s death, but
they often had a domestic servant or two
working for them in Mentor. Learn more
about the jobs, living conditions, wages,
and societal views of domestic servants
during the Victorian Era. Also hear

DATABASES

about Mary Jane Gallagher, Mrs. Lucretia
Garfield’s longest-tenured housekeeper.
Lorenzo the Magnificent and the
Medici of Florence
Virtual
Mon., Aug. 1, 7 p.m.
Join us on Zoom to learn about young
Lorenzo's rise to power and the events
that culminated in a bloody conspiracy
that forever changed the course of
history.
College Crash Course
Grades 6 – 12
Bainbridge, Wed., Aug. 3, 7 p.m.
Virtual, Wed., Aug. 10, 7 p.m.
See pg. 11 for description.
You’re Gonna LOVE This: A Podcast
Primer
Bainbridge
Mon., Aug. 8, 7 p.m.
Is everyone going on about some
podcast they LOVE these days, but
you're not even sure what that is? We'll
demystify podcasts, then explore their
astounding variety of topics - arts,
technology, drama, humor, science, and
so much more. Prepare to fall in love
with listening.

Smoothie Smorgasbord
Bainbridge
Thurs., Aug. 11, 7 p.m.
Chocolate-Cherry, Peach-Orange,
Strawberry Banana - come and taste
some flavorful combinations that make
for a healthy anytime treat!
Making Homemade Elderberry Syrup
Middlefield
Tues., Aug. 16, 6 p.m.
Elderberry syrup has been traditionally
used as a wellness booster for centuries.
Learn to make your own Elderberry
Syrup using our recipe.
Repair Day
Bainbridge
Sat., Aug. 27, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Attend our Repair Day to fix your old
appliances and equipment. Meet with
Repair Coaches to determine the problem
and fix what they can. Possible items that
can be fixed include: bicycles, sewing
machines, vacuums, lamps, books,
electronics, kitchen appliances, jewelry,
toys, and clocks.
What Did Garfield Eat? Foods of the
Victorian Era
Virtual
Sun., Aug. 27, 2:30 p.m.
Americans of the Garfield’s time ate very
differently than we do today. Learn more
about some of the foods and cooking
methods used during the Victorian era.

"When I saw there were almost 8,000 documentaries, many things
off the beaten path that I had never seen, I couldn't believe it."
-- Jamie Ward, on Kanopy

All you Need is your Library CArd
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GCPL offers programs that can help sharpen your computer skills, along with
equipment to help you digitally preserve your memories and engage your
creativity. For full descriptions and registration go to GeaugaLibrary.net

Gain and Sharpen Skills

Digital Preservation
Preserve Your Collection of Memories

The Digital Legacy Lab is compromised of scanners,
reel-to-reel film converter, vinyl record recorder,
microphones, and software that converts analog
materials to digital files.

Digital Legacy Lab Orientations:

5/6
6/6
7/1
8/15

Virtual
Bainbridge
Virtual
Bainbridge

2 p.m.
6 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.

Basic Computer Skills
5/18
Thompson 3 p.m.
Microsoft Word Basics
5/25
Administrative Center 2 p.m.
Internet Basics
6/17
Middlefield 3 p.m.
Microsoft Excel Basics
6/24
Chardon 3 p.m.
Social Media Basics
7/6
Geauga West 3 p.m.
Information Literacy Basics
7/20
Thompson 3 p.m.
Apple Products Basics
8/12
Bainbridge 2 p.m.
Email Basics
8/24
Middlefield 3 p.m.

Engage your Creativity
The Inspiration Station: A GCPL Maker Space
Housed at our
Bainbridge Branch.
A maker space is a resource where patrons can use
equipment to explore, design, and create.
Training is mandatory for use of Maker Space equipment.

Trainings:

Virtual and

In-Person
Large Format Printer/
Cutter and Heat Press

3D Scanner
5/11 and 7/7 2 p.m.
6/13 and 8/22 6 p.m.

6/8 and 8/10 2 p.m.
5/23 and 7/11 6 p.m.

Laser Engraver

5/11 and 7/7 3 p.m.
6/13 and 8/22 7 p.m.

Direct-to-Fabric Printer
5/20 and 7/13 3 p.m.
6/20 and 8/29 7 p.m.

Cricut and Heat Press

Workshops:
Upcycle Embroidery
5/28 2 - 4 p.m.

Master Maker Meet-up
6/4 2 - 4 p.m.

3D Printing Club
7/25 7 p.m.

Vinyl Cutter and Heat Press
6/8 and 8/10 3 p.m.
5/23 and 7/11 7 p.m.

Embroidery Machine
6/16 and 8/18 2 p.m.
5/16 and 7/18 6 p.m.

5/20 and 7/13 3 p.m.
6/20 and 8/29 7 p.m.

Geauga West (440) 729-4250

Middlefield (440) 632-1961

Thompson (440) 298-3831
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12701 Ravenwood Drive
Chardon, Ohio 44024

The Bookmobile Gets Back
on the Road

ECRWSS

reat
See You at the 200th G

POSTAL CUSTOMER

MOB is starting a new service model in
May, which will see the Bookmobile back
on the road every day. We are working
to schedule stops and rearrange services
with a focus on more community stops.
We are excited by this new service
model, and we hope to better serve our
patrons by bringing the Bookmobile to
them.
And don’t forget to visit the Bookmobile
at Family Fun Night at the Drive-In on
Sun., July 10! See pg. 7 for description.

Geauga County Fair!
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Chardon, Ohio
Permit No. 77

Ohio’s oldest Fair turns 200 this
year, and we can’t wait to see
you there! Our book sale will
be open throughout the Fair
(Aug. 31 – Sept. 5), so be sure
to stop by, purchase a reusable
bag, and fill it with as many
items as you can handle!

GCPL DIRECTORY
Administrative Center Branch
12701 Ravenwood Drive
Chardon, Ohio 44024
440-286-6811
Bainbridge Branch
17222 Snyder Road
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023
440-543-5611
Chardon Branch
110 East Park Street
Chardon, Ohio 44024
440-285-7601
Geauga West Branch
13455 Chillicothe Road
Chesterland, Ohio 44026
440-729-4250
Middlefield Branch
16167 East High Street
Middlefield, OH 44062
440-632-1961

LIBRARY HOURS WINTER/SPRING 2022*
Bainbridge, Chardon, Geauga West,
Middlefield, and Thompson
Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Administrative Center
Monday – Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
*Subject to Change

All locations closed the following days
Labor Day
Easter
Sun., Sept. 4 and
Sun., April 17
Mon., Sept. 5
Memorial Day
Sun., May 29 and
Mon., May 30
Independence Day
Mon., July 4
GeaugaLibrary.net

Mobile Services
16167 East High Street
Middlefield, Ohio 44062
440-632-9496
Thompson Branch
6645 Madison Rd.
Thompson, Ohio 44086
440-298-3831
Website: GeaugaLibrary.net
Email: marketing@geaugalibrary.net

